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Peace. 

BY MRS. WIIITON-STONE. 

From the bugles that called to the battle, and thud of the 
armies' tread ; 

From the murderous swords uplifted, with their sharp blades 
running red; 

From the agonized cries of the wounded, and horses, tramp- 
ing the dead — 

Lo ! the sudden release of the White Dove of Peace and the 
blue of the Summer o'erhead. 

From the hidden mines' awful explosions, and cannons' thun- 
dering boom; 

From the bloody waves drinking the dying, and the running 
©f Hell's vast loom; 

From the nations enrapt in conflict, and their rulers enrapt 
in gloom — 

Lo! the sudden release of the White Dove of Peace and the 
lilies of Summer a-bloom. 

From the lion-souled patriots fighting no grimness of Death 

could appall ; 
From the mothers that went forth unweeping, and gave to 

the Country their all, 
With desolate hearts as of Rachel, and stony despairs as of 

Saul — 
Lo! the sudden release of the White Dove of Peace and the 

whole world held in thrall. 

From the bugles that called to the battle blow p»ans to East 

and to West 
That shall reach to earth's lowliest valleys from mountains 

supremest confest, 
That shall gladden the souls of the angels, in the music of 

angels expressed, 
From the sudden release of the White Dove of Peace, that 

was winged from Jehovah's breast. 

— In the Boston Transcript. 



Annual Report of the International 
Peace Bureau to the Peace Congress. 

The following report on the events of the year 1904-5, relating 
to peace and war, was made by Mr. Elie Ducommun, Sec- 
retary of the International Peace Bureau at Berne, to the 
Lucerne Peace Congress: 

The butcheries in Manchuria during the eleven months 
which have passed since the meeting of the Thirteenth 
Universal Peace Congress at Boston, in October, 1904, 
have finally discredited war throughout the entire world. 
The uprising of public opinion against the further con- 
tinuance of war has been general, and especially has it 
come to be felt that the nations, like individuals, can no 
longer live without the assurance that peace in the 
future will not be disturbed. 

The peoples of the different countries therefore ex- 
perienced an immense feeling of relief and satisfaction 
when the official representatives of the governments of 
Russia and Japan, on the vigorous initiative of President 
Theodore Roosevelt, met at Portsmouth, in the United 
States of America, to determine the conditions on which 
peace should be restored between the two belligerents. 
Especially was this feeling great when the news of 
the signing of the terms of peace, like a rainbow at the 
end of a storm, broke upon the world. 



It goes without saying that the terms of peace are 
differently appreciated, and that each of the parties con- 
cerned would have wished to get more than has actually 
been granted it. It is observed also that various organs 
of the European press have with some anxiety attempted 
to forecast the consequences which the Peace of Ports- 
mouth may bring to the countries of the Occident. We 
admit without question that the powers concerned knew 
perfectly well what they were doing when they signed 
the peace agreement, and we believe that the other 
powers will, if they only loyally agree among themselves, 
benefit likewise from the cessation of the war in the Far 
East. 

However this may be, humanity finds itself delivered 
from the terrible nightmare of a war which was full of 
horrors. The peace societies, the parliamentary groups, 
all the organs of the peace movement, aided in bringing 
to the world this happy consummation, by their incessant 
efforts through the press, public meetings, great petitions, 
and by the constant pressure of personal and collective 
influence upon the governments, up to the very moment 
when the President of the United States of America, 
true to the promise which he had made in September, 
1904, to a delegation of the Interparliamentary Confer- 
ence, threw himself courageously into the breech and 
made it impossible for Russia and Japan to refuse to be 
reconciled. All honor to this generous friend of peace ! 

The North Sea incident, in its turn, furnished an oppor- 
tunity to observe with what facility international arbi- 
tration puts an end to serious disputes. It will never be 
forgotten. 

The Morocco dispute between France and Germany 
has given rise to anxiety. It was feared that the unex- 
pected intervention of the Emperor of Germany in the 
work of expansion of France in the Moroccan territory, 
as a result of the Anglo-French agreement, might disturb 
pacific relations on the European continent and create 
serious difficulties. These fears have now happily been 
allayed. 

The political horizon of Europe is, nevertheless, not 
entirely clear. The Eastern question continues to trouble 
diplomacy. Whether one turns his eyes towards the 
island of Crete, where the insurrection in favor of an- 
nexation to Greece continues in spite of the armed oppo- 
sition of the powers, or towards Macedonia, where the 
confusion has become chronic, or towards unfortunate 
Armenia, sacrificed to the deplorable Turkish adminis- 
tration, or towards the Caucasus, where civil war is 
raging, one cannot help asking himself what the powers 
signatory of the Berlin treaty of the 13th of July, 1868, 
are waiting for in order finally to let their liberating 
voice be heard. In reference to this matter, we can only 
renew the conclusions of our report of last year touching 
Macedonia and Armenia. 

The rupture of the union of Sweden and Norway has 
not been one of the least important events of the current 
year. It had to do primarily with matters of internal 
government, but it affected also certain international 
relations, which it threatened to complicate. Here is 
not the place to discuss the grounds of the separation, 
but we may properly note that in both countries the 
friends of peace have done their duty by contributing 
powerfully to the direction of the people's minds in the 
way of goodwill and equity. 



